Chains – Chapter 7 Detailed Summary 

In Chapter 7, Isabel arrives at the Lockton house after carrying heavy buckets of water from the Tea Water Pump. The walk is long and painful, but she forgets about it when Curzon shows her the house. The Lockton home is very large and impressive, with several floors, big windows, and even a balcony. However, Isabel soon realizes that although the house looks grand on the outside, it is actually dirty and falling apart inside because it has been empty for months.

Curzon quickly leaves, warning Isabel not to use the front door and to be careful. Isabel enters through the side and sees the yard behind the house, which includes a garden, a privy, and a stable.

Inside the kitchen, Isabel meets Becky Berry, the cook. Becky is small, busy, and talkative. At first, she seems annoyed, but when she realizes Isabel is the new girl, she immediately starts giving orders. Becky explains that the house has been empty for eight months, and now everything must be cleaned quickly because Madam Lockton expects tea and guests.

Becky gives Isabel important rules:

Always do what Madam says
Work hard and don’t stop moving
Don’t wander away without permission
Don’t try to run away

Becky warns Isabel that Madam Lockton can be very harsh to enslaved people, which makes Isabel realize that her life here may be difficult and dangerous.

Isabel is very worried about her sister, Ruth, and asks where she is. Becky tells her that Ruth is outside. When Isabel looks out the window, she sees Ruth sitting on a bench peeling potatoes. Ruth looks calm and safe, which makes Isabel feel a little better, but she is still upset that they are being kept apart.

Becky does not allow Isabel to go to Ruth. Instead, she gives Isabel a broom and starts showing her around the house. Isabel sees:

A grand staircase
A large clock
The master’s library (which she is not allowed to enter)
The parlor, where guests will be served tea

The rooms are dusty, full of cobwebs, and smell stale. Isabel begins cleaning by opening windows, wiping surfaces, and sweeping floors.

While Isabel works, she notices soldiers walking outside. Becky tells her something very important: the Locktons are Loyalists, meaning they support the King. Becky explains that since they work for the Locktons, they must act like Loyalists too. However, Becky also says that Master Lockton sometimes pretends to support the Patriots when it is safer. This confuses Isabel and shows her that people can lie about their beliefs to protect themselves.

Becky continues giving Isabel tasks, such as:

Cleaning the parlor
Polishing the teapot
Bringing in firewood

She reminds Isabel again: never stop working.

By the end of the chapter, Isabel understands that:

Her new home is strict and controlled
She must follow orders carefully
Her life as an enslaved person will be hard
She must stay alert because people around her are not always honest
Main Idea:

Isabel begins her new life in the Lockton household, learns strict rules, and realizes that survival will depend on hard work, obedience, and careful observation.
